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Integrity of the Data 
Authors should ensure that that the data they present are collected, analysed and reported 
as stated in the methods section of the manuscript. Where appropriate, inclusion and 
exclusion criteria for a study should be clearly stated, as should a-priori hypotheses 
regarding the distribution of the data. Any post-hoc analyses, particularly where adjustment 
of analytical groups occurs, should be clearly identified and justified. 
  
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the wrongful presentation of the thoughts ideas or data of another researcher 
and representing them as one’s own work. References to the work of others should be 
clearly identified and acknowledged as such. 
  
Simultaneous Submission 
Manuscripts should not be submitted to this Journal when already submitted or under 
consideration by another journal. 
  
Duplicate and redundant publication 
This Journal publishes original submissions. Duplicate or redundant publication occurs when 
the content overlaps substantially with an article or paper already in print. Details regarding 
any such previous publications should be made explicit with the submission. 
  
Author Contribution and Attribution 
All the listed authors must have made a significant scientific contribution to the research in 
the manuscript and approved the final version.  
  
Citation Manipulation 
It is acceptable for an author to cite their own work, but not to increase their citation rating 
by doing so. 
  
Compliance and Sanctions  
It is the authors’ responsibility to ensure that manuscripts submitted for publication comply 
with all of these criteria. Authors of submissions that do not meet these criteria may, at the 
Managing Editor’s discretion, be:  a) invited to revise and resubmit the manuscript to ensure 
that it does comply or b) informed that the manuscript will not be accepted for submission 
and/or  c) informed that any further submissions by the submitting authors and/or based on 
the same data or research project will not be considered for publication for a period of time 
as determined by the Managing Editor.  
 


